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Marine Geotechnical Investigation Notification  

As part of the Channel Enhancement Project planning the Port of Brisbane will 
undertake marine geotechnical investigations within parts of Moreton Bay, 
including a focus on the North West Channel, supported by engineering consultant 
WSP and archaeological consultant Cosmos Archaeology. 

Geotechnical testing is required to address the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Project and will collect information about 
seabed conditions. This type of testing within the channel areas has occurred, 
under Government’s permitting regime, multiple times in recent years. 
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These investigations will require a marine park permit and are planned 
to occur from late June to September 2026, conditions permitting.   

Understanding the type and strength of marine sediments will help inform the safe 
design of the Project. Archaeological assessment of the samples will help inform 
the underwater cultural heritage study, which is also a requirement of the ToR. 

The investigations will involve localised sampling activities carried out from a 
specialised, temporary jack-up barge (18.5m x 18.5m) geotechnical drill rig and 
survey boats within existing port limits. 

 

These activities may include: 

• Drilling of small-diameter (~100mm) boreholes into the seabed 
with samples collected at selected depths; 

• Geophysical survey at selected locations utilising a small boat; 

• Limited diver sampling of surface seabed material where required. 

Each sampling location is expected to be occupied for a short period only 
(from a few hours up to two days), after which equipment will be removed 
and activities will move to the next location. 

The investigation will not disturb mangroves, seagrass, reefs or shoreline 
areas and will be approved as a scientific research activity in the Moreton 
Bay Marine Park. 



Environmental management measures will be in place to control 
turbidity, prevent spills, and manage waste which will be collected and 
disposed of at approved facilities onshore. 

Maritime Safety Queensland has been consulted, and Notices to 
Mariners will be issued to advise recreational and commercial vessel 
operators of planned activities. 

The works are temporary and will not result in permanent changes to the 
marine environment or navigation channels. 

For further information, community members can contact the Port of 
Brisbane at channelproject@portbris.com.au. 

 

  

Did you know? 

The Port of Brisbane and its supply chain support nearly 73,000 jobs, including more 
than 10,000 within the port precinct. As one of Australia’s key trade gateways, the Port 
connects more than 450 types of commodities with 140 countries, helping to keep 
essential goods, industries and communities moving. 
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Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands, 
seas and waters on which the Port of Brisbane operates and pay our respects to 
their Elders past and present.  
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Disclaimer 

Except as required by law, Port of Brisbane Pty Limited ACN 143 384 749 (and its 
related and associated bodies corporate, their respective directors, officers, 
employees, consultants and agents (the Group) make no representation or 
warranty as to the accuracy, completeness, timeliness, fairness or reliability of 
the information in this electronic direct mail (EDM).  To the maximum extent 
permitted by law, no member of the Group accepts any liability (including without 
limitation, any liability arising from fault or negligence on the part of any of them) 
for any loss whatsoever arising from any use of this EDM or otherwise in 
connection with it. Information in this EDM is protected by copyright and all 
intellectual property in this EDM remains the sole property of the Group.  Where 
this EDM contains forward-looking statements, forecasts, estimates and 
projections (Forward Statements), no member of the Group represents or 
warrants that any Forward Statements will be achieved or will prove to be correct, 
or that the assumptions on which the Forward Statements are based upon are 
reasonable.   This EDM is prepared solely for information purposes only, does not 
attempt to contain all material or relevant information about the Group and is not 
intended to provide the basis of any credit or any other evaluation of the Group.  
The recipients of this EDM should consider it along with all other facts, advice and 
their own independent assessment before relying on any of its contents.  The 
Group accepts no responsibility to any person regarding any inaccuracy, 
omission, misstatement or change in information in this EDM or any other 
information made available to any recipient.  Information contained in this EDM 
has been prepared as at the date of this EDM unless otherwise stated and will not 
be updated by the Group after the date of this EDM if any information changes 
after that date.  To unsubscribe please click the link below. 
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